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The  Department  Library  regrets  the  loss  of  Hiss  Gorbett,  \^o  re- 
signed in  December  and  went  to  the  National  G-eograptiic  Society.      Her  place 
has  not  yet  been  filled,  and  in  consequence  Miss  Bishop  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  Loan  Desk  work  for  a  time  in  order  to  attend  to  necessary  v/ork  on  the 
mailing  lists.      Tlie  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Librarr  v/as  kind  enough  to  allow 
Mrs.  Joseph  to  help  at  the  Loan  De^  for  this  time  and  Iirs.  Joseph  herself  was 
kind  enough  to  do  it. 

Miss  Potter,  who  was  obliged  to  take  a  long  leave  of  absence  on 
account  of  her  health,  writes  from  her  home  in  Herkimer,  E.  Y.,  tliat  she  3s 
improving  and  hopes  that  she  may  be  able  to  come  back  to  work  in  April. 

M±.  W.  Uijhoff ,  of  the  firm  of  Martinus  Mijhoff  in  the  Hague, 
visited  the  Library  recently  in  the  interests  of  his  business. 

The  Library  also  had  a  visit  recently  from  Mr.  Homan  3.  Veller, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Cultural  Helations,  I'oscow.      He  is  here  in  this  country  to 
arrange  exchanges  of  publications  between  institutions  of  Russia  ani  this 
country/-.      His  help  in  the  revision  of  our  exchange  lists  and  in  obtaining 
Tussi.an  publications    111,  we  feel,  be  a  great  boon. 


The  first  award  of  the  Eunice  Eockv/ood  Oberly  Memorial  prize  lias 
just  been  made  by  the  Ooonittee  which  consists  of  LIr.  'Y.  VI,  Bishop,  Librarian, 
Uni-versity  cf  Michigan,  Hiss  X£.  E.  Haaeltine,  Preceptor,  University  of.. j'iscons in. 
Library  School,  Hiss  Mary  K.  Bryan,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Lliss  I-iaiy  G-.  Lcay, 
Librarian,  Bureau  of  Ag;riQi  Itural  Economics,  Dr.  Err/in  F.  Smith,  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Mr.  E.  T).  ^eedell.  Assistant  Librarian,  The  John  Orerar 
Library,  and  Miss  Bamett  (Chairman).      The  prize  was  given  to  Hr.  llax  Lieisel 
for  his  recently  published  Bibliograplay  of  American  natural  histoiy;  the  pioneer 
century,  1769-1865,  vol.  1.      A  copy  of  t.iis  is  just  being  added  to  the  De- 
partment Library.      IJr.  Heisel  was  born  in  Brooklyn  in  1892,  educated  at  the 
College  of  the  City  of  l^ew  York  (B.S.1914),  and  the  ITew  York  State  Library 
School  ( B.L.D.1916) .      During  1916  aid  1917  he  was  a  member  of  the  Science 
Divis  ion  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  was  in  the  army  in  1918,  and  in 
Camp  library  work  in  1918  and  again  in  1919.      He  is  no?/  in  business  in  ITew  Yoik 
City.      Mr.  Ileisel  has  been  working  on  his  bibliography  for  more  tl^an  eight 
years.      In  a  partially  completed  form  it  was  submitted  as  a  graduation  require- 
ment in  June,  1916,  to  the  K'ew  York  State  Library  School.      The  Committee  made 
honorable  mention  of  the  -'Bibliography  on  the  liarketing  of  .Agricultural 
Products-',  compiled  by  3mily  L.  Day,  Catherine  Jacobs  and  Ilargaret  T.  Olcott, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  'Sconomics  Libraiy  and  issued  in  mimeographed  form 
as  Bibliograpliical  Contribution  lio.  7  of  the  Jjepartment  Library.      Lliss  liazel- 
tine  was  especially  enthusiastic  over  it.  Quoting  the  very  f aver  able  opinion 
of  Professor  Eibbard  in  regard  to  it. 

During  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  the  main  Librai^'-  and  the  Bureau  librajries  had  a  number  of  visitors 
from  outside  the  city© 


The  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  P.ome  has  just 
appointed  as  Libia rian,  Mr.  James  G.  Hodgson,  foriaerly  Reference  Librarian 
of  the  University  of  Arizona,  and  as  Assistant  Librarian,  lille.  Denise  Unntel, 
formerly  Librariai  of  the  Colonial  Institut  de  Ilarseille,  France.    Mile.  Montel, 
as  you  niay  remember,  was  lie  re  at  the  Depa,rtment  about  a  year  ago,  and  was  at 
one  of  our  staff  meetings  for  a  few  minutes.    She  had  been  taEting  a  course  in 
library  ^vork  at  Simmons  College*      /"r.  Hodgson  visited  the  Library  and  the 
Bureau  of  i^;riailtural  3oonomics  a  day  or  tv/o  before  he"  sailed  for  Rome  on 
January  14,  in  order  to  get  infor^iiat ion  and  suggestions  for  his  v/ork.    He  is 
a  graduate  of  the  llew  York  State  Library  School.      Since  the  Anierican  delegate 
at  the  Institute  is  Mr.  Asher  Hob  son,  and  as  i:r.  Hodgson  omits  the  _g  in 
pronouncirg  his  name,  we  tliinic  that  the  foreign  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Institute  Mill  be  somewliat  confused  in  regard  to  them. 

possibly  son©  of  you  may  not  have  heard  that  the  G-overnment  Printing 
Office  will  hereafter  make  an  extra  charge  of  50  per  cent  for  all  rush  printing 
and  binding.      In  connection  Y/ith  the  routine  of  sending  ^:ublications  to  the 
main  Library  to  be  p:*  epared  for  binding,  it  will  be  much  ai^preciated  by  tlie 
Periodical  Division  and  the  Binding  Section  in  particular  if  notes  are  always 
attached  explaining  that  they  are  being  sent  for  binding  and  whether  it  is  de- 
sired that  they  be  filed  in  the  bureau  libraries  after  they  are  bound. 

Some  recent  changes  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  pub- 
lication work  or  the  Department  which  are  esqplaiiBd  in  Memorandum  Ho.  512  of 
the  Secretary.      As  the  staff  may  not  liave  seen  this  information,  a  coj^  of 
the  memoranduin  is  attached. 

Heretofore  the  Nev/ York  Journal  of  Commerce  and  Commercial  Bulletin 
has  been  considered  by  the  Libraiy  as  a  periodical  and  subscriptions  for  it 
have  "fae  en  entered  accordingly.      Tlie  Comptroller  General  has  recently  ruled 
(Decisions  of  the  Comptroller,  v.  4,  Oct.  1924,  p.  384)  tha^t  this  T)ubli cation, 
"being    a  daily  publication  which  on  its  title-page  defines  itself  as  a  "ne\vs- 
paper-',  and  one  which  though  mainly  devoted  to  co--imerci8J  interests  disseminates 
general  information  of  such  class  as  news  along  with  general  news,  is  a  news- 
paper as  distinguished  from  a  periodical  and  that  the  expense  of  a  subscription 
thereto  is  payable  from  the  proper  allotment  from  the  contingent  expense  fund 
for  newspapers.      Unfortunately,  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  hereafter  to 
pay  subscriptions  for  this  publication  from  the  allotment  of  the  Department 
allowed  for  the  purpiiase  of  newspapers  which  is  limited  by  law  to  .'lOO  for 
each  fiscal  year.      This  allotment  was  insufficient  even  before  this  ruling. 
It  will  henceforth  be  much  more  inadequate  as  can  easily  be  understood  Y/hen  it 
is  explained  tha^t  the  price  of  a  subscription  to  the  Journal  of  Commerce  and 
Goiicnercial  Bulletin  is  f,15o00  and  we  need  to  take  three  copies. 

Another  recent  blow  to  the  Library  in  connection  with  fums  is  the 
new  plan  which  Hand,  McHally  S:  Co.  has  initiated  for  marketing  the  Commercial 
Atlas  of  America,  effectivs  with  tlie  1925  edition.    They  are  now  leasing 
a  geographical  service  instead  of  selling  a  book.    This  service  includes  tiB 
answering  of  geographical  innuiries  through  their  editorial  division  and  costs 
f 860^9  a  year.      The  Atlas  year  commences  with  the  first  'Of  April,  but  the  1925 
edition  is  available  for  delivery,  this  month.      !I?he  saddest  part  about  it, 
though,  is  that  the  volume  remains  the  property  of  the  Company  and  v/ill  be 
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taken  up  each  year  at  the  time  the  new  edition  iDecoznes  available.    As  some, 
comioensation  for  this  change  we  had  hoped  that  this  leasing  of  the  service 
Gonld  be  paid  from  the  appropriations  of  the  bureaus  vmich  might  reauire  the 
service,  j^st  as  I>an*s  Hsference  3oo>  is  paid  for  by  one  of  the  bureaus, 
but  the  Solicitor  has  ruled  that  a  subscription  to  a    geographical  service-' 
is  so  closely  related  to  the  purchase  of  atlases  Yrhich  are  "books  of  reference" 
that  unless  a  bureau  has  specific  aut/iority  to  purchase  books  of  reference 
a  ^'geographical  service'*  ca,n  not  be  paid  from  a  bureau  appropriation. 


Bureau  of  Agricialtural  Economics  Library 


On  January  2d  the  Agricultural  'Economics  Libraiy  staff  welcomed 
Miss  Lacy  back  after  an  absence  of  nearly  tv/o  months. 

Miss  Maude  3.  ITorup,  formerly  v/ith  the  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
Division  has  been  assigned  to  the  Librai^'-  for  three  months.    She  is  assisting 
at  the  periodical  Desk  in  the  place  of  Miss  Wri^t  who  is  now  assisting 
Miss  Jacobs  with  the  indexing  a,nd  cat alogaii]g. 

Page  proof  of  the  Bibliography  on  the  Marketing  of  Agricultural 
Products  (Miscellaneous  Circular  No.  3  5)  has  just  been  received. 


NO  other  news  items  have  been  rerjorted  from  bureau  libraries. 


E.G-.Ho-pper. 


DEPARTMENT   OF  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE    OF    THE  SECRETARY 
WASHINarON.    D.  C, 


DecemlDer  24,  1924. 


miORAI^'OTvi  NOc  512 
F\i"b  1 1  c a t  i 0 n  Work, 


1.  Dr.  Melvin  Co  Merrill  is  transferred  from  the  position  of  Director 
of  Eesearcli  Poblications  in  -Giie  ]?orest  Service  to  the  Division  of 
Publications,  Office  of  the  3ecre-:ary;  as  Assistant  Director  of  Publica- 
tions, in  charge  of  Scientific  and  Technical  Eanuscr ipts.     In  this 
position,  under  the  Director  of  ?^.:l}lication?s  Dr.  Merrill  will  have 
charge  of  the  editing  and  scheme  of  distrihution  of  all  of  the 
scientific  and  technical  puhlications  of  the  Department.     He  will 
cooperate  with  the  Director  of  Scientific  Work  aDd  the  scientific  staff 
of  the  Department  to  bring  about  the  greatest  efficiency  and  economy 

in  the  presentation  of  the  progress  and  results  of  scientific  work* 

2.  (a)  In  order  that  he  may  be  able  to  devote  more  time  to  the 
associate  direction  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industryf  Dr. 
Karl  P.  Kellerman  has  asked  that  he  be  relieved  from  duty  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Jo-jrnal  of  i^griculmrul  Research^     Dr«  C.  Lo 
Shear  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  accordingly  is  appointed  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  succeed  Dr.  ?Ielleim^,n^     Dr.  E.  W.  Alleuj. 
who  is  at  present  a  meiriber  of  the  conniittde^   is  appointed  to  sucr.eed 
Dr.  Kellerman  as  chairman.     Ihe  present  Coirmittee  on  the  Journal  of 
Agricultural  Eeseaj"ch  therefore  consists  of  Dr.  Eo  W.  Allen,  Office 
of  Experiment  Stationss  Chairman;  Dro  C  L.  Ma-rlatts  Bureau  of 
Entomology;  and  Dr.  Cc  L,  Shear,  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus try« 

(b)  The  editorship  of  the  Jouj-nal  of  Agricultural  Research  is 
transferred  from  the  Brj-eau  of  Plarit  Indur.^.ry  to  the  Division  of 
Publicationsj  Office  of  the  Secreisxy.     T-j3  Direc-tor  of  Publications 
will  arrange  with  the  bureaus  concerned  for  the-  proper  budgeting  of  the 
expense  incurred  in  editing  the  jou-rnal  if  it  is  found  that  the  entire 
expense  cannot  be  met  from  the  funds  of  the  publications  branch. 

(c)  Manuscripts  presented  by  the  experiment  stations  will  be 
approved  by  the  Journal  Committee  appointed  by  the  Association  of  Land 
Grant  Colleges.    Manuscripts  presented  from  the  several  bureaus  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  will  be  approved  for  publication  by  the  Journal 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  AgricuJ-turej  as  in  the  past,  but 
the  final  editing  of  all  manuscripts  will  be  handled  in  the  Division  of 
Publications. 
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3.  (a)  An  advisory  coonittec  on  policy  with  respect  to  a.ll  scientific 
publications  of  the  Department  is  hereby  created,  to  consist  of  the 
Director  of  Scientific  Work,  the  Director  and  Assistant  Director  of 
Poblications,  and  the  three  menbers  of  the  Coromittoe  on  the  Journal 
of  Agricultural  Research,  This  corji-iittee  will  advise  the  Secretary 
with  respect  to  important  natters  of  policy  involving  the  scientific 
publications. 

(b)  A  similar  committee  is  created  with  respect  to  all  Extension 
publications,  to  consist  of  the  Director  of  Extension  Vvork,  the  Director 
of  Publications,  and  Dr.  C.  B.   Smith  and  Rlr.  E.  Brigham,  of  the  Office 
of  Extension  Work« 

(c)  A  similar  comj.iittee  i^'  created  with  respect  to  all  regulatory 
publications,  to  consist  of  the  Director  of  Regulatory  Work,  the  Director 
of  publications,  ¥ijc,  W.  C.  Henderson,  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  and 
Mr.  P.  D.  Cronin,  of  the  Office  of  the  Solicitor,  - 


Secretary. 


IT.  3.  Department  of  ,lgri culture  Libraiy 

TTeswletter 

Yol.  1,5,  no.  2  February  19,  1925. 

serv© 

A  new  appointment  in  the  Department  Library  is  that  of  Ilr.  I. 
Perl^ins,  as  library  aid.      Ilr.  Perkins  is  Jielping  v/ith.  the  records  at 
the  Loan  Desk,  releasing  T.Irs.  Siirjnons  so  that  she  can  give  more  assist- 
ance in  looking  up  requests  and  charging  books.      LIrs.  Jose-ph  has  very 
kindly  been  helping  at  the  Loan  Desk  for  a  day  each  week,  while  Hiss  Bishop 
has  attended  to  v/ork  V7ith  the  :;iailing  lists. 

Mr.  Henley  is  assisting  at  the  Periodical  Desk  v/ith  the  records 
of  current  periodicals. 

The  Library  rocvintly  received  fr^^n  a  New  ''^ot)<.  library,  a  request 
for  the  loan  of  a  jouimal  called  'Ebenda,  v/hich  the  writer  said  she  had  been 
unable  to  find  in  an;7  lists  and  v/hich  contained  a  reference  some  one  was 
anxious  to  see.      "Je  wrote  ""ack  as  tactfully  as  wo  could  that  tliis  \ms 
merely  the  G-erman  for  our  old  friend  Ibid,  and  that  if  she  would  consult 
the  preceding  reference  she  would  find  the  name  of  the  journal.     This  is 
one  of  the  incidents  that  add  interest  to  one's  v/ork  and  of  course  a  little 
time  was  spent  in  telline'  other  people  about  it.      It  ar^peared  that  the 
term  v/as  unf.amiliar  also  to  man.y  of  the  staff,  and  that  it  might  be 
profitable  to  call  attention  to  it,  lest  some  of  us  be  likewise  caught 
napping.      The  budding  yotmg  scientists  of  the  Department,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  older  ones,  are  not  unlikely  to  give  such  citations. 

Miss  V/illiamson  is  now  spending  half  of  her  time  in  the  'Catalogue 
Division  v/here  she  assists  Miss  Tliompson,  the  other  half  still  being  in 
the  Periodical  Division. 

I!iss  ^^av/ks  is  expecting  to  sail  for  !^urope  on  I!arch  10th  to  be 
gone  until  about  June  7th.      The  trip  is  entirely  for  plea^sure. 

\  letter  just  received  from  the  librarian  of  the  "^^ansas  State 
Agricultural  Oollege  says:  ''As  you  probably  have  noticed,  our  President 
Jardine  is  to  be  Secretary  of  Ai^riculture  and  I  trust  that  you  will  find 
relations  with  him  there  as  pleasant  as  we  have  i?!  this  library.  Through 
his  efforts  we  will,  I  think,  get  the  grant  of  a  nev/  library  building 
from  our  legislature  now  in  session." 

The  Japanese  and  Chinese  collections  have  been  moved  from 
Mr.  3v/ingle's  office  in  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  to  the  basement  of  the 
main  Librar;;^.      They  are  filed  in  the  wooden  cases  in  the  southwest 
comer  beyond  the  documents,  with  the  f^hinese  and  Japanese  in  separate 
files.      ".'e  hope  in  time  to  publish  a  mimeographed  list  of  the  Jajjanese 
publications  as  a  library  bulletin,  compiled  b:,-  ::r.  '^oshikawa,  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 
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Bureau  of  li^r i  cu  1  tu r a  1    c on om i c s 


Hiss  Olcott  has  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  vacation  spent  in 
Hew  Haven  and  r:eadin^3,  during  which  she  visited  several  libraries. 

The  lihrai:/  staff  has  hoen  depleted  the  past  v/eek:  or  two  by  the 
absence  of  I'iss  Crans  for  a  -"ee>  and  others  for  shorter  rjeriods  on 
account  of  illness.      Hiss  ITorap,  who  vra.s  detailed  to  the  library  from 
the  clerical  pool,  has  accepted  a  probationary  apT;ointment  in  the  I-^J'ruits 
and  7ecetables  Division  md  her  place  has  not  been  filled. 

A  count  01  book's  and  periodicals  circulated,  and  special  requests 
answered,  has  been  keT)t  for  the  past  three  months.      This  shows  a  total 
of  approximately  5,000  books  and  requests  handled  at  the  Loan  Desk  and 
15,700  periodicals  and  requests  at  the  Periodical  Desk.      4t  this  rate 
the  total  for  both  desks  for  the  year  would  bo  over  GO, 000. 

Beginning  with  the  January  number  of  the  Library  Supplement  to  the 
B . i."^";.TTews ,  a  change  has  been  made  in  the  character  of  the  contents.  The 
biblioK'raphies  which  have  been  the  mo.st  prominent  feature  will  not  longer 
appear  there  but  instead  they  will  be  issued  in  a  numbered ,  mimeographed 
series  called  "Agricultural  Economics  Bibliographies".      The  first  number 
of  this  new  series,  entitled  "Agricultural  "Elconomics  —  A  Selected  List 
of  "References",  has  been  issued.     The  Library/  Supplement  hereafter  will 
contain  items  of  more  general  interest. 


Burea\4  of  Home  Hconomics 


The  only  news  from  the  B^ireau  of  Home  Hconomics    is     that  of 
a  rapidly  increasing  circulation.      ?rom  February  1-17,  we  have  circulated 
as  many  books  as  we  did  in  the  entire  month  of  Tanuary.     In  January  our 
circalation  doubled  that  of  either  I\T'.vember  or  December.      Therefore,  an 
increasi:ig  asnount  of  time  has  to  be  srjent  on  current  work,  and  there  is 
less  and  less  time  for  such  tasks  as  cataloi^uing. 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 

On  January  16th,  when  the  editorial  :ffiC3  of  the  Journal  of  Igri- 
c^ltural  Research  was  transferred  from  the  Bureau  of  ?lmt  Industry  to 
the  'Office  of  Ri  bli  cat  ions ,  this  library  ceased  to  be  resoonsible  for 
the  verification  of  citations  to  literature  in  manuscripts  for  the 
JouTTial.      By  an  arrangement  v/ith  Publications,  Hrs.  Joseph  is  handling 
this  work  for  them,  and  in  between  times  assists  with  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  or  main  Library  work. 

About  t-^'o  v/eeks  ago,  in  cooperation  with  the  main  Library,  the 
Bureau  of  Plan^  Industry  made  an  experiment  in  library  extension  work. 
Dr.  Edson,  "ho  succeeded  Dr.  Crton  as  head  of  the  O.'fice  of  "Cotton, 
Truck  and  Porage  Crop  Disease  Investigations,  made  a  plea  for  some 
library  instruction  for  his  staff.      He  stated  that  he  didn't  think  any 
of  them  knev;  all  the  resources  of  the  Library,  and  some  of  the  newer 
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employees  "krner;  littlo  about  the  library  service  they  coy. Id  ex-pec t. 
So  .arranf^oments  were  nade  for  a  meeting  and  the  staff  of  that  oifice 
came  to  the  bureau  of  Plant  Industry  library  -.ihere  Iliss  Bamett,  :'iss 
A.t':7ood  'ind  :.:iss  Allen  told  soraethinG:  of  the  organization  and  r/ork  of 
the  tv;o  libraries.      About  fifteen  people  attended.      These  v;ere  later 
divided  into  three  ■c'roups,  one  group  beinf:  clerical  workers  of  the 
office,  and  v/ere  s?iorn  through  the  main  Library.      They  visited 
I'iss  ^arnett's  office,  loan  desk,  reading  room  and  periodical  division, 
also  the  arrangement  of  the  shelves  was  exr;lained.      The  scientific 
\vorkers  spent  quite  a  portion  of  the  time  at  the  botany  catalog  which 
_"iss  At'.vood  demonstrated.       A  number  of  'Questions  were  asked  in  both 
libraries  and  insread  of  taking  one  hour  as  -r-'e  had  anticipated,  rather 
more  than  two  hours  were  consumed.     is  Dr.  Sdson  has  been  away,  full 
reports  of  the  value  to  the  office  have  not  been  received.       Some  of 
the  men  stated  that  they  acquired  much  inter^^sting  and  valuable  in- 
formation; some  evidently  were  rather  overwhelmed  by  the  multitude 
of  tiiinf-73  told  t'lem,  but  stated  that  at  least  they  would  remember  "."here 
and  to  whom  to  go  for  infoimiation.      If  they  remember  that  much,  and 
we  take  ""he  suggestions  given  by  some  of  the  ouestions  asked,  the  time 
spent  should  be  v/orth  while  to  the  library  service.     If  any  more  iiuch 
instruction  is  attem.pted,  it  is  hoped  that  it  can  be  more  systematized 
and  the  time  reduced  considerably. 


T!!sthe'r":Coi-vin 
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"^ile  T'iss  '^^awks  is  away  from  the  Libra i^/,  l^iss  1'liompsoii  will 
take  her  place,  at  least  for  the  first  part  of  the  tiine,  in  the  leading 
P.oorri.      rise  '^ien  Trill  also  he  in  there  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
so  that  I!iss  Thompson  hopes  to  have  time  for  some  of  her  usual  tasks, 
thougli  iLany  of  them  will  he  passed  on  to  ITiss  Catherine  Upton,  v/hom 
Fiss  Davis  and  Miss  Trolinger  will  relieve  of  some  of  her  duties.     It  is 
hoped  that  Miss  Bishop  can  be  psared  from  the  Loan  Desk  to  assist  at 
least  part  time  in  the  Catalogue  Division,  whose  staff  is  thu.s  depleted. 
As  T'iss  'Villiamson  is  also  spending  part  of  her  time  there,  it  is 
expected  th-'^.t  the  -vork  will  be  carried  on  './ithout  any  ^Ufficulty. 

I!r.  Sm.all'';ood  is  putting  "n  order  the  collection  of  catalofoies 
of  agricultural  implements  which  has  been  in  a  neglected  state  for  a  good 
v;hile  past.       It  is  a  collection  that  v/e  should  keep  up  and  have  ready 
for  easy  consultation,  and  we  f':'Ol  that  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  have 
it  properly  arranged. 

You  remember  that  at  the  last  staff  meeting  there  v/as  talk  of  an 
arrangement  being  made  with  the  Library  of  Congress  for  the  borrowing 
of  books  by  the  bureau  librarians,  instead  of  having  s^.ich  loans  go 
through  tlie  Department  Librar;.-.      The  bureau  librarians  were  willing  to 
undertake  this  v/ork,  but  "hen  the  proposition  was  made  to  the  Library 
of  Congress,  !'r.   Ishley  felt  that  he  could  not  consent  to  it,  ssying, 
very  justly,  that  while  it  would  decrease  our  work,  it  v/ould  increase 
t'noirs,  and  that  their  work  in  this  connection  was  heavy  even  nov/.  In 
one  way  it  was  a  satisfaction  to  "^s  to  know  that  the  Library  of  Congress 
realizes  that  the  v;ork  done  by  the  main  Library  in  verifying  titles, 
authors,  citations,  etc.,  was  helpful,  for  r.^iss  "^awks,  '.!iss  Tjptoh  and 
others  of  the  main  Library  staff  certainly  spend  much  time  on  it,  and 
many  aro  the  errors  that  have  to  be  corrected.       It  is  realized  that  the 
bureau  libraries  do  not  have  the  facilities  for  doing  this  work  (except 
in  their  ovm  s^^ecial  lines)  that  the  main  Library  has,  but  anjrthin^ 
that  they  can  dc  to  make  requests  correct  ahd  definite,  any  gentle 
auest ioniTig  of  the  innuirier  for  approximate  dates,  place  v/here  he  saw 
the  citation,  etc.,  will  help  a  great  deal.       \11  the  bureaii  librarians 
Imow,  of  course,  that  we  borrow  from  other  libraries  only  for  use  in 
Department  work.      In  former  dar3  we  used  to  ask  for  loans  I'rom  other 
libraries  only  in  cases  where  definite  request  v/as  made  rhat  we  do  so, 
after  the  publication  had  been  reported  as  not  in  our  own  Library- 
3o  spoiled  are  our  borrov/ers  now,  however,  th^at  most  of  thor;;  seem  to 
consider  it  a  distinct  grievance  if  the  city  has  not  been  canvassed  for 
the  desired  book  before  report  is  made  to  them.      '7e  feel  that  we 
perhaps  asv  for  some  loans  tiiat  might  be  eliminated  as  unimportant  ir 
in:!uir2/  were  made.      'Vould  -^he  bureau  librarians  think:  it  '.vise  to  send 
out  a  circular  letter  explaining:'  the  situation  and  proposinfr  that  we 
ask  from  other  libraries  only  after  a  definite  request  from  the  person 
who  wishes  to  "Sise  the  book''      It  would  also  aid  very  much  our  Loan  Desk 


I 
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if  books  'oorrowed  from  other  libraries  could  be  gathered  in  :T:ore  promptly 
or,  at  least,  if  answers  co-aid  be  made  promptly  to  overdue  notices.  ',7e 
hesitate  to  suR;vest  any  keeping  of  time  records  by  the  bureau  librarians, 
since  —e  have  to  do  that  anyivay,  but  if  they  could  all  re-oly  quite 
promptly,  as  most  of  them  do,  when  the  notices  are  sent  to  them  it  v/ou.ld 
help  matters  alon^'^  considerably. 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Fconomics 


Mi-ss  Mary  E,  I.Tartin  has  been  given  a  temporary  appointment  as 
Under  Library  Assistant  and  will  assist  at  the  Periodical  Desk  for  the 
present. 

The  bibliography  on  the  Literature  of  Rural  Life  is  beine-  re- 
printed as  no.  3  of  the  At^ri cultural  Economics  Bibliographies  seri-^s. 

T.Iiss   "^acobs  has  recently  been  taking'  an  intensive  course  in 
practical  Spanish  and  incidentally  enjoying  an  atmosphere  steeped  in 
fclory  and  tobacco  smoke.      She  has  been  listing  the  books  and  pamjjhlets 
collected  by  T!r.   '^stab^^ook  during  his  stay  in  South  America,  some  of 
which  may  be  presented  to  the  library.      As  !!r.  Estabrook  has  been 
chosen  by  'he  International  Institute  of  Igriculture  to  take  charge  of 
the  'Vorld  Census  of  Agriculture  in  19  30,  his  office  has  been  a  mecca 
for  reporters  looking  for  "scoops". 

Congressional  attempts  to  pass  a  cooperative  marketing  bill  have 
kept  the  legislative  assistants  jumping'.      After  introducing  an  average 
of  one  bill  .a  day  on  the  subject  for  a  week  or  more  the  Mouse  reported 
7/hat  WIS  kno'.m  as  the  Faugen  bill.       Smooth  sailing  so  far.     But  on  the 
floor  of  the  '^'ouse,  Llr.  Dickinson  amended  the  'naugen  bil_  by  cutting  it 
all  out  and  substituting  his  bill  which  was  passed  by  the  -ouse.  After 
that  any  one  askirig  for  the  Dickinson  bill  had  to  specify  the  number 
or  say  whether  he  wanted  the  Dickinson  bill  as  introduced  or  the  TIaugen 
bill  as  passed  for  tlie  assistants  were  all  confused  as  to  the  name  of  the 
bill  that  passe  :.      Their  trouble  are  over  now  for  the  Senate  allowed  it 
to  die.      '^0  cooperative  marketing  bill  passed  during  this  Congress,  nor 
any  eriDcrt  co  ■^■Deration  bill. 
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Miss  Barnett  attended  on  F-arch  2d  a  lunoheon  given  by  the  Bureau 
chiefs  to  the  retiring  Secretary,  rr.  Gore.      is  the  one  large  table  was  not 
sufficient  to  accomodate  all  the  guests  a  smll  table  seating  four  guests  was 
provided.      Hiss  Barnett  and  Dr.  Stanley  being  the  only  ladies  present,  vvith 
becoming  modesty  they  at  once  seated  themselves  at  the  small  table  in  the 
alcove. 

The  Department  Library  is  anticipating  a  v/edding  on  April  27th  v/hen 
L!iss  Sager  expects  to  become  l,!rs*  ^ichner.      We  hope,  however,  that  she  will 
contin-.Te  to  look  after  oi^r  correspondence. 

The  Library  is  launching  out  into  a  new  branch  of  literature,  having 
just  purchased  at  the  request  of  the  "^ureau  of  Dairying  the  following  sweet 
little  kindergarten  songs:     "How  food  helps  me  to  be  good",  "Dance  of  the 
vitamines",  "'.larch  of  the  milk  bottles",  "Song  of  the  milkman",  "Tlill^  train", 
and  "liilk,  the  builder".      These,  hov/ever,  do  not  appear  in  the  Library  cata- 
logue. 

Miss  Thompson  recently  had  an  inquiry  from  an  agricultural  librarian, 
who  spent  a  few  v;eeks  here,  as  t  o  where  a  ''color  card"  for  use  in  classifying 
books  and  in  shelf-li sting,  mi^t  be  obtained.     She  said  the  A.  L.  A«  could 
not  tell  her.      Fortunately,  she  had  attached  a  slip  of  paper  as  a  sample, 
from  which  it  was  deducted  that  what  she  vanted  was  a  Cutter  order  table. 

The  Library  lays  claim  to  the  distinction  of  having  on  its  staff, 
the  champion  I'arathon  runner  of  the  D.^.L.A.      About  a  week  ago,  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Tolunteers  of  A^ierica,  a  person  with  \'hom  you  are  all 
familiar,  v;a.s  standing  before  the  entrance.      Miss  Bishop,  coming  up  the  v^alk, 
spied  him  from  afar.      As  she  came  -ven  v/ith  him  she  began  to  run.  The 
representative  of  the  Volunteers  of  America  gave  chase.      Miss  Bishop  ran 
faster  and  arrived  breathless  at  the  door,  her  pursuer  close  behind.  Deep 
interest  ms  evinced  by  passers-by.      The  race  v;as  won  by  Hiss  Bishop,  v/ho 
wa.ved  away  the  card  the  man  held  out. 

The  news  from  most  of  the  bureau  libraries  has  evidently  been  delayed 
in  transit,  or  perhaps  the  omission  was  due  to  the  fact  that  we  asked  for 
amusing  incidents.      As  one  librarian  remarked.  'ITothing  funny  ever  happens 
in  our  library;  all  v;e  do  is  work".      Judging  from  the  exclamations  that 
came  over  the  telephone  in  response  to  our  request, for  news,  funny  or  other- 
wise, "Life       real,  life  is_  earnest"  for  some  of  us.  We  had  not  realized 
before  that  some  of  us  had  such  modest  and  retiring  dispositions.      We  hope 
70U  will  pardon  the  digression.      Like  Vice-President  Dawes,  we  are  seizing 
what  vlll  probably  be  our  only  opportunity  to  express  our  opinions. 
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Fareau  of  plant  industry 


The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  library  is  having  labor  troubles,  though 
a  strike  does  not  seem  i'minent.      The  library  o^ploys  one  messenger  girl, 
who  is  usually  the  most  ornamental  member  of  the  staff.     She  keeps  us  in  touch 
v'ith  the  latest  fashions  and  in  general  keeps  life  from  becoming  monotonous. 
Then  our  boy  is  av7ay  she  rarely  has  to  carry  many  books  or  periodicals,  the 
bureau  and  m^in  library  boys  volrmtarily  relieving  her  of  heavy  work.  The 
present  incumbent,  Alice  Tolson,  will  be  transferred  next  v/eek  to  one  of  the 
offices  of  the  bureau.      It  is  reported  that  one  of  her  duties  will  be  to 
entertain  visitors  who  come  to  the  office,  for  which  she  is  well  adapted, 
■^er  successor,  Z^relyn  Thompson,  promises  to  be  quite  as  arnamental.    She  ap- 
plied for  the  position  attired  in  a  red  coat  and  black  hat  with  red  rose  on 
top.      The  conference  v/as  held  at  the  main  Library  and  it  is  understood  that 
the  boys  there  have  .already  shovm  considerable  interest. 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

Hiss  Lacy  reports  that  the  endeavor  of  her  library  to  keep  files  of 
periodical  reports,  especially  dailies,  up  to  date  is  occasionally  enlivened 
by  such  letters  as  the  following  fromBoston:  "Thursday,  February  28,  1924,  v/as 
on  Saturday,  and  we  issue  no  report  on  Saturday.'* 

Office  of  Experiment  stations 

Hiss  Gericke  reports  that  she  has  no  accomplishments  and  no  parlor 
tricl^.    She  can  neither  speak  nor  sing  (at  least  v/hile  singing  she  can  not 
carry  a  tune)  and  as  old  age  approaches  she  has  even  forgotten  all  the  funny 
stories  she  ever  knev/.      Te  hope  that  some  one  gives  :.Tiss  Gericke  either 
a  joke  book  or  a  book  on  public  speaking  for  her  birthday. 

Bureau  of  Entomology 

The  library  of  the  Bureau  of  ^tomology  reports  itself  in  a  state  of 
frenzied  activity.      Index  III  to  American  ]^conomic.  Entomology  reached  the 
copying  stage  last  week.      In  a  burst  of  unprecedented  enthusiasm,  the  Bureau 
turned  over  to  the  library  with  one  magnificent  gesture  eight  stenographers 
and  copyists  for  the  job.      The  librarian  feels  like  a  combination  of  a  hen  with 
twelvf=  chickens  and  a  mother  robin  feec'ing  her  brood.      if  said  librarian  and 
said  brood  survive  and  nothing  hapiJiens,  they  may  finish  it  by  l.'arch  14th. 

As  some  here  present  may  realize,  the  nev/  room  for  our  library  was 
fitted  out  last  fall  with  Library  Bureau  metal  shelving.    The  result'  has 
so  bewitched  the  official  tailors  that  they  have  been  detected  running  about 
in  our  old  room  v;ith  tape-measures,  and  we  hope  to  startle  the  fashionable 
library  v/orld  ere  long  with  a  complete  ensemble  oostume.      Remembering:  that 
the  '♦Mills  of  the  Gods  grind  slov/ly  but  surely"  and  that  fashions  come  in 
cycles,  we  look  forward  with  the  eyes  of  faith  and  believe  that  thou,:'h  we  fail 
this  spring,  the  budding  summer  of  some  future  year,  even  thouirh  it  be  eons 
hence,  shall  yet  see  our  library  properly  costumed. 


L.^.Tilliarason. 


\ 

\ 


orve 


TJ.  S.  Department  of  Agricnlture  Libraiy 

ITewsletter 

J- 

Tol.  ^5,  no.  4  April  17,  1925 


Sereral  letters  and  postcards  from  Miss  Hawks  hare  been  receiTed  in  the 
past  two  weeks.     She  is  now  in  the  south  of  Prance  and  is  eridently  having 
a  most  enjoyable  time. 

Miss  Chandler,  Head  of  the  Catalogue  Dirision  of  the  Buffalo  Public 
Library,  Tisited  this  Library  a  few  days  ago.     We  were  interested  to  hear  from 
her  that  the  Periodical  Division  of  that  library  had  adopted  as  its  motto 
•♦It  is  fcore  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive".      Our  Periodical  Division  is 
thinking  of  adopting  the  same  motto  in  view  of  the  recent  generosity  of  the 
Library  of  Congress.      That  library  is  apparently  clearing  out  some  of  its 
duplicates  and  as  an  expeditious  way  of  getting  rid  of  them  it  has  presented 
to  our  Library,  without  solicitation  on  our  part,  two  or  three  wagon  loads  of 
them.      These  were  mostly  serials  and  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  armsful 
were  also,  unfortunately,  duplicates  in  our  Library.      In  fact  v/e  were 
interested  to  find  among  them  a  number  of  duplicates  which  m  ourselves  sent 
to  the  Library  of  Congress  several  years  ago  in  the  old  happy  days  when  we  could 
send  all  of  our  duplicates  to  them  without  listing. 

The  Hew  York  State  Library  School  is  to  visit  this  Library  on  April  30th 
ar  2  p.  m.      There  will  be  between  thirty  and  forty  in  the  party. 


Bureau  of  Sntomoloffir 

Entomology  reports  that  the  manuscript  of  index  III  to  American 
Sconomic  Entomology  -  1588  typed  sheets  -  was  sent  to  Dr.  E.  P.  Pelt,  state 
entomologist  of  Few  York»  for  editing  on  April  fourth.      Dr.  Pelt  thinks  the 
Index  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  by  May  first  and  it  is  hoped  it  may 
be  out  in  book  form  early  in  the  summer. 

The  library's  new  Library  Bureau  metal  shelving,  installed  in  its  new 
room  last  fall,  has  proven  so  satisfactory  that  awards  have  now  been  made  the 
Library  Bureau  for  re shelving  the  old  library  room.      This  means  a  very  busy 
summer  but  it  is  hoped  by  fall  the  bureau  library  will  be  more  conveniently 
and  adequately  equipped  than  ever  before  and  that  its  staff  may  be  able  to 
settle  down  to  some  of  the  library  projects  time  and  turmoil  have  so  long  de- 
ferred. 

Bureau  of  HoagBconomics 

Cataloguing  has  come  to  a  stand^ill  temporarily,  because  of  the  col- 
lecting of  material  for  two  lengthy  bibliographies  that  the  bureau  is  working 
on©     One  is  on  anthropometry  for  Miss  O'Brien* s  division  of  textiles  and 
clothing,  and  the  other  is  the  meat  bibliography  which  is  eventually  to  be 
published  as  a  department  bulletin.    It  will  be  the  cooperative  work  of 
several  bureaus.    Home  Economics  will  contribute  material  on  the  quality  of 
meat  as  affected  by  cooking. 
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Bureau  of  Public  Hoads 

Miss  Svans  is  on  a  vacation  trip  to  Florda»    She  returns  next  Monday. 
A  post  card  from  her  ^ays  that  she  has  just  had  her  first  glimpse  of  southern 
moss  and  palmettos. 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

Bibliographies  prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  are 
being  issued  in  a  new  series  entitled  "Agricultural  Economics  Bibliographies". 
Pour  numbers  have  thus  far  appeared,  as  follows: 

1.  Agricultural  economics 

2.  Flour  milling  and  bread  making 

3.  A  beginning  of  a  bibliography  of  the  literature 

of  rural  life. 

4.  Price  spreads. 

These  bibliographies  are  select ire  and  not  necessarily  comprehensive. 
The  idea  in  presenting  this  series  has  been  to  make  bibliographical  wot'k  in 
progress  available  as  promptly  as  possible.      Revisions  of  the  lists,  brou^t 
up  to  date,  will  be  issued  from  time  to  time  under  the  same  title  and  series 
number.      In  this  series  will  also  be  put  material  ^ich  may  later  be  com- 
bined and  issued  as  a  comprehensive  bibliography  such  as  compose  the  Bib- 
liographical Contributions  of  the  Department  Library.      As  indicative  of  this 
type  of  work,  a  bibliography  on  the  cost  of  production  of  agricultural  com- 
modities is  in  process  of  preparation.      Two  sections,  one  on  sugar  and  one 
on  milk,  have  already  been  issued  in  the  Library  Supplement  to  the  B.A.E.^Tews. 
It  is  planned  to  put  these  sections  into  the  bibliographical  series  when  they 
are  revised,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  a  sufficient  number  of  commodities  have 
been  covered  the  sections  may  be  combined  and  issued  as  a  Bibliographical 
Contribution. 

Charts  showing  the  use  of  the  library  by  the  Divisions  of  the  Bureaa 
of  Agricultural  Economics  have  appeared  in  the  last  two  issues  of  the  B.A.E. 
News.     The  first  one  showed  the  use  of  the  library  by  each  division  as  a  -^^ole 
and  the  second  the  per  capita  use  in  each  division,  both  charts  "being  based 
on  the  circulation  of  books  and  periodicals  in  ITovember,  December  and  January, 
1924-25.      The  charts     ow  a  range  of  use  from  an  average  of  about  19  books  and 
77  periodicals  per  capita,  or  a  total  of  1700  books  and  7000  periodicals,  in  the 
Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research,  to  an  average  of  one  book 
and  one  periodical  per  capita,  or  a  total  of  187  books  and  139  periodicals, 
in  the  administrative  offices.      In  these  issues  of  the  B.A.E.Fews  there  is  also 
given  a  description  of  the  work  at  the  periodical  desk  and  at  the  loan  deslf, 
with  suggestions  as  to  how  those  ^o  use  the  library  may  facilitate  the  work. 

Miss  Jessie  Ham,  who  has  charge  of  the  foreign  files  of  the  library, 
is  spending  the  month  of  April  at  her  home  in  Birmingham,  Alabana. 

Miscellaneous  Circular  ho.  35,  Bibliography  on  the  Marketing  of 
Agricultural  Products,  which  is  a  revision  of  Bibliographical  Contribution 
no.  7,  is  just  off  the  press  and  a  supply  is  available  for  distribution. 
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The  list  of  "books  on  flour  milling  and  bread  naking  Tsiiich  ms  recently 
issued  as  Part  I  of  Agricultural  Economics  Bibliography  No.  2,  has  been  re- 
printed by  the  Northwestern  Miller  in  the  issue  for  April  8,  1925. 


Prepared  by  "S.T.Shively 


U«  S.  Department  of  Agii  culture  Library 

Newsletter 
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Vol.  1/,  nos.  5-6  May  16      June  18,  1925 


Miss  Hawks  arrived  in  New  York  on  June  9th  and  received  a  hear.ty 
welcome  in  the  Library  the  following  day. 

The  Library  matrimonial  bureau  reports  two  weddings  down  and 
one  to  gol 

On  the  night  of  April  27th,  the  staff  in  general  toured  through 
Anacostia,  St.  ?Jizabeth*s  and  points  east,  finally  reaching  the  Congress 
Heights  Baptist  Church  and  witnessing  the  wedding  of  Miss  Jewell  Sager 
and  Mr.  Lester  Eichner.      Miss  Sager,  having  been  the  Beauty  Representative 
from  all  this  handsome  Department  of  Agriculture  at  the  Follies  last  year, 
we  know  you  will  not  term  it  bragging  when  we  say  that  one  look  at  the 
bride  was  worth  all  the  perisl  and  hardships  of  the  journey.      ^/e  are  glad 
to  number  the  new  Mrs.  Sichner  among  our  staff. 

Miss  Alice  Hudson,  who  had  been  in  the  Library  since  October,  1924, 
most  of  the  time  at  the  Continuation  Desk,  left  us  the  last  part  of  May  to 
be  married  to  Mr.  Robert  Witwer  in  Madison  on  IIsqj  27th.  Announcements 
report  that  the  deed  was  done.      Mrs.  7/itwer  exx^ects  to  continue  in  library 
work  bu  in  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  at  Madison,  v/here  Mr.  Titwer's 
work  is. 

7/e  are  still  holding  a  bit  of  rice  in  reserve  fcr  our  fall  "bride. 
Miss  Bishop.      If  the  groom-terrbe  visits  our  Library  as  frequently  after 
marriage  as  before  we  shall  have  ample  use  for  it.      This  v/ill  probably  be 
the  case  because  Miss  Bishop  is  planning  to  continue  her  career  as  a 
librarian  under  the  status  of  Mrs.  7/aterman. 

Socially  speaking.  Miss  Bien*s  party  for  the  staff  of  the  main 
Library  on  the  first "pay  day  in  May  was  the  biggest  event  which  Miss  Hawks 
missed.      Our  plutocratic  staff  delivered  themselves  at  the  Bien  residence 
in  their  own  various  cars,  and  there,  reports  of  staff  appetites  evidently 
having  preceded  the  aforementioned  staff,  were  fed  and  feted  in  a  most 
satisfactory  and  comforting  manner.      During  the  evening  Miss  Bien  checked 
up  on  our  characteristics  by  the  light  of  the  stars,  hitting  some  of  us 
so  truthfully  that  we  shudder  to  think  what  she  might  have  accomplished  in 
broad  day  light. 

Mrs.  Simmons,  who  had  a  temporary  appointment  and  who  has  been  at 
the  Loan  Desk  for  the  last  six  months,  decided  that  she  did  not  wish  to 
have  her  time  extended,  but  would  stay  at  home  and  rest  for  awhile.  She 
is  reported  to  be  as  enthusiastically  engaged  in  housework  as  she  was  in 


library  work  when  she  was  here.      She  is  expected  to  work  in  the  3.  A.  !• 
library  during  July  while  l!iss  Walton  is  away.      Miss  Margaret  11.  Arthur, 
appointed  Under  Library  Assistant  for  the  month  of  June,  is  assisting  at 
the  Loan  Desk.       Mr.  Perkins,  formerly  at  that  desk,  is  now  in  the 
Periodical  Division.      Ilr.  Patterson,  who  at  several  different  time  has 
been  an  assistant  in  the  Periodical  Division,  has  th.is  last  year  been  working 
in  the  Merchant  Marine,  U«  3.  Lines,  as  a  seaman,  and  says  he  likes  it 
better  than  anything  he  has  done  before.      He  did  not  except  library  v/ork. 
Miss  d.        Upton  has  had  her  tonsils  removed  and  Miss  '  P.  M»  Thompson, 
recently  has  had  a  similar  operation.    Miss  Thompson  is  not  yet  feeling 
comfortable. 

Library  Meetings 

The  Department  will  be  represented  at  the  A.  L.  A«  by  Miss -Lacy, 
who  is  chairman  this  year  of  the  Agricultural  Libraries  Section,  Miss  '^ilkins 
and  Miss  Hull,  all  of  whom  will  take  the  post-conference  trip  to  Alaska. 

Miss  Gericke  expects  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Special  Libraries 
Association  at  Swampscott  June  2S-26. 

Foreign  Travel 

Several  of  our  staff  will  go  abroad  this  summer.      Miss  X.  G.  Upton 
will  leave  for  ITorway  and  Sweden  on  July  lOthi  Miss  Atwood  for  Jamaica 
the  first  of  July;  Mrs.  Hannay  will  travel  in  l^urope  and  spend  about  two 
weeks  of  her  time  on  official  work;  Miss  Carpienter  is  going  to  England;  and 
Miss  Gill  tLas  already  left  for  Spain.      Apparently  Miss  Hawks  started 
the  ball  rolling  this  year. 


Miss  Day  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  will  attend  the 
summer  school  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Miss  E.  Lucy  Ogden,  since  her  resignation  as  Librarian  of  the 
States  Relations  Service,  has  been  back  several  summers  tc  help  us  during 
the  vacation  periods.      We  are  very  glad  tc  have  her  with  us  again  this 
summer  for  the  months  of  Juiie  and  July.      She' is  now  engaged  in  filling 
out  the  questionnaire  of  the  A.  L.  A«  Library  Survey.    The  information 
asked  for  in  the  questionnaire  is  most  detailed  and  troublesome  to  collect 
but  TAien  finally  in  shape  it  is  believed  it  will  be  quite  useful  and 
informing.        Some  of  the  material  ydss  Barnett  may  include  in  the  Annual 
■^eport  of  the  Library.        The  information  about  the  various  catalogues  in 
the  main  Library  and  the  bureau  libraries  will  be  incorporated  in  the 
Handbook  of  the  Library  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  issued  in  the  near  future. 

Iltsi  ITell  W.  Smallwood  has  been  appointed  as  an  assistant  in  the 
Bureau  of  Dairying  Library.    Mrs.  Smallwood  received  her  training  in  the 
University  of  Missouri  and  \TOrked  both  with  the  Missouri  State  Library 
Commission  and  in  the  Hardin  College  Library.      She  was  also  employed  in 
Michigan  in  the  Kalama^ee  Public  Libraiy. 
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Miss  peldkanrp  who  had  planned  to  tak:e  her  vacation  this  ^reek, 
was  called  home  by  the  sudden  illness,  and  death  of  her  father. 

Mrs.  Edmonds  is  also  away  from  the  O.E.S.  li"brary,  having 
suffered  the  mishap  of  breaking  one  of  the  small  bones  of  her  foot. 

The  ITew  York  State  Library  School,  with  45  in  the  party,  visited 
the  Library  on  the  afternoon  of  April  30t2i,  assembling  at  the  Motion 
Picture  Laboratory  where  IJiss  Bamett  £:ave  a  brief  outline  of  the 
history  and  activities  of  the  Library^  and  two  films  were  shov;n.  -The 
members  of  the  party  were  then  divided  into  groups  and  shovm  about  the 
Library,  one  of  the  groups  visiting  besides,  the  library  of  Agricultural 
Economics,    and  one  that  of  Entomology. 

A  recent  visitor  to  the  Library  was  the  Librarian  of  the  Veterinary 
College  at  Budapest,  who  says  that  they  have  a  collection  of  about  30,000 
volumes  on  veterinary  medicine.      He  has  promised  to  help  us  in  comioleting 
our  files  of  Hungarian  publications.      His  library  is  greatly  hampered 
by  the  low  purchasing  po^v8^  of  their  currency  and  decreased  funds  and 
has  been  obliged  to  discontinue  subscribing  to  many  journals. 

The  Library  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  is  at  present  in  a  state  of 
up-heaval.      One  room  of  the  Library  is  being  rejQ.inted,  a  new  floor  is 
being  laid,  and  new  steel  shelves  ^re  being  installed. 

Two  bibliographies  have  recently  been  finished  by  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  Library  and  are  in  process  of  being  mimeographed. 
One  is  on  long-time  agricultural  programs  in  the  United  States,  prepared 
by  Miss  Lacy,  and  is  to  be  Agricultural  Economics  Bibliography  no.  5.  The 
other  is  on  the  World  Food  Supply  which  was  compiled  by  Miss  Margaret 
T.  Olcott  aiid  is  to  be  issued  as  Bibliographical  Contribution  no.  9  of  the 
Department  Library. 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Library  has  had  in  preparation  for 
some  months  an  "Author  and  Subject  Index  to  the  Publications  on  Plant 
Pathology  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  up  to  Januaiy  1, 
1925".      The  entries  for  this  index  were  for  the  most  part  taken  from  the  • 
plant  pathology  subject  catalog  in  charge  of  Miss  Atwood,  who  helped  very 
much  in  the  preparat  ion  of  the  index.      This  publication  will  appear  as 
!To.  8  of  the  Bibliographical  Contribution  series.      It  is  novr  being 
mimeographed  and  will  be  ready  for  distribution  about  July  1st.    A  memorandum 
was  circulated  to  plant  pathologists  announcing  the  index  and  about  1200 
advance  requests  have  been  received. 

The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  Library  has  been  presented  with 
seventy- five  volumes  of  "Women's  wear",  a  Nev;  York  daily,  covering  dress 
and  fashions  in  women's  wear,  published  by  the  Pairchild  Publishing  Co. 
The  library  expects  to  have  new  steel  stacks  'n  which  to  shelve  them. 
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A  change  in  the  interest  of  econoiay  of  the  main  Library*  s  time  has 
recently  been  made  in  the  procedure  regarding  mailing  lists.    'A^ile  work 
with  these  lists  is  not  strictly  in  the  province  of  the  library,  it  is 
somewhat  related  because  we  receive  some  of  the  most  valuable  additions  to 
the  Library  as  exchanges  for  Department  publications.      Also,  it  has  been 
easier  for  the  Library  to  deal  with  and  interpret  foreign  addresses  than 
for  the  Division  of  Publications.      Therefore  it  has  been  the  rule  that  the 
bureaus  send  additions  to  and  changes  in  their  mailing  lists  first  to  the 
Library  for  comparison  and  verification,  and  transmission  to  the  Division 
of  Publications,  v;hich  makes  the  clianges  and  sends  to  the  Library  copies 
of  the  cards  for  filing  in  its  consolidated  list.   .  If  ary  glaring  error  or 
inconsistency  should  appear  the  Library  wuld  call  attention  to  it,  but 
in  general  it  is  now  to  be  considered  merely  as  a  depository  for  the  com- 
plete record  of  mailing  lists. 

The  Library  has  recently  received  two  publications  worthy  of  special 
mention. -  Mathew^s  Birds  of  Australia,  an  elaborate  work  issued  in  parts, 
has  just  published  Supplement  4  which  is  part  1  of      Bibliography  of  the 
Birds  of  Australia.      This  gives  full  names  and  dates  of  authors  and  brief 
biographical  inf ormtion.      The  introduction  contains  the  following,  of 
special  interest  to  us  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Dr.  Palmer 
speak:     "I  have  also  to  thank  Dr.  Theodore  S.  Palmer,  the  erudite  secretary 
of  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union,  who  knows  more  about  the  dates  of 
birth  and  death  and  the  full  names  (as  well  as  the  bursal  places]  of  the 
ornithologists  of  the  world  than  an^/  other  man." 

The  Roysil  Society  of  London.    Catalogue  of  Scientific  Papers  is  now 
completed  with  vol.  19.      This  is  an  author  list  of  the  scientific  papers 
of  the  century  1800  to  1900,  a  few  subject  volumes  having  been  issued 
separately.      It  is  continued  by  the  International  Catalogue  of  Scientific 
Literature  which  was  annual  and  had  both  author  and  subject  arrangements. 
The  International  Catalogue  seems  either  to  have  been  killed  by  the  war  or 
at  least  to  have  been  severely  injured,  as  no  volume  has  been  issued  since 
that  for  1914. 


Prepared  by  H.  M.  Thompson. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Library 


Hews  letter 

Vol.  1^,  no ,7  October  8,  1925. 


Judging  by  the  small  number  of  news  items  we  have,  the  libraries 
of  our  Department  are  busily  but  uneventfully  occupied,  now  that 
vacations  are, for  the  most  part,  in  the  past. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  the  main  Library.      Miss  Meriwether 
left  the  Catalogue  Division  July  31,  1925  to  become  librarian  of  the 
Veterans  hospital  at  Dwight,  Illinois.      Miss  Shearer  has  gone  abroad 
for  three  months  which  will  be  spent  chiefly  in  Paris.      As  was  fore- 
told in  our  last  news  letter,  Miss  Bishop  became  Mrs, Henry  G.  Waterman 
July  30,  at  her  home  in  G-uilford,  Conn.,  returning  to  the  Loan  desk  a 
month  later.      Miss  Helen  V.  Barnes  of  Purdue  university  and  the  Illinois 
state  library  school,  was  assistant  at  the  Loan  desk  from  July  1  to  Sept. 
30.      William  Ten  Eyck  left  the  Periodical  division  in  July  for  a  clerk- 
ship in  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads.      Since  his  departure,  Joseph  Canavin 
has  been  working  half  time  at  his  desk  and  half  at  his  own  work  in  the 
Bindery.      As  a  result,  work  with  binders  is  somewhat  in  arrears.  Mrs» 
Sullivan  is  now  at  the  Continuation  desk  for  most  of  her  time. 

The  Loan  desk  pigeon  holes  have  been  added  to,  rearranged,  numbered 
and  relettered  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  easier  to  use. 

Mrs*  H.C.  Marshall  who,  as  Hiss  Mary  Griffiths,  was  for  some  time  in 
the  library  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  died  July  25. 

AmLxial  reports  of  the  Bureaus  this  year  will  be  very  brief.  The 
Secretary  had  thou^t  of  omitting  them  altogether  but  has  decided  to 
print  them,  only  in  shortened  form. 

As  all  of  you,  we  hope,  know,  the  District  of  Columbia  Library 
Association  holds  a  meeting  at  Annapolis  Saturday,  October  17.  About 
nine  have  signified  their  intention  of  going  and  we  hope  there  are  others 
who  are  about  to  hand  in  their  cards  to  Miss  Hawks  today  or  tomorrow. 
The  success  of  the  meeting  depends  largely  on  how  large  an  attendance  there 
is.      Ihe  Commandant  of  the  Kaval  Academy  throws  the  whole  place  open  to 
visiting  librarians  and  will  provide  special  guides  to  shov/  them  about. 
Ihe  library  will  be  of  particular  interest. 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

Three  bibliographies  have  been  completed  by  the  library  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  since  June.      Agricultural  Economics 
Bibliography  no .6,  Aids  to  Writers  and  Editors,  has  appeared;    no. 7, 
Livestock  Financing,  and  Bibliographical  Contributions  no .10, Refrigeration 
and  Cold  Storage,  are  being  mimeographed. 

The  staff  is  nearly  complete  after  the  summer  wanderings.  Miss 
Lacy  reports  a  good  meeting  of  the  A.L.A.  and  an  enjoyable  trip  to  Alaska. 
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Miss  Gill  and  Miss  Carpenter  have  returned  from  Europe  and  Miss  Day 
is  back  from  sianmer  school  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

The  temporary  members  of  the  staff.  Miss  Martin  and  Miss  Snoddy, 
left  during  the  summer  because  of  the  termination  of  their  appointments. 

Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 

The  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  boasts  of  165  linear  feet  of  new 
book  shelving. 

Many  new  research  workers  in  the  Bureau  have  added  noticeably 
to  the  work  of  the  libraary. 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 

Department  of  Agriculture  Library  Bibliographical  Contribution  no. 
8    was  issued  in  June  and  is  now  being  divStributed.      It  is  an  Author 
and  Subject  Index  to  the  Publications  on  Plant  Pathology  issued  by  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  up  to  January  1,  1925,  and  is  compiled 
by  Miss  Allen,  Librarian  of  the  Bureau. 

Horticultural  Investigations. 

The  card  list  of  apple  varieties  made  from  notes  gathered  by 
Mr.  A.  A.  Schenk  and  supplementing  B.P.I.  Bulletin  56,  published  in 
1905,  has  been  completed  through  the  letter  0.        Ov/ing  to  Mr.  Schenk' s 
absence  from  the  city  the  work  has  been  temporarily  discontinued.  It 
will  be  resumed  upon  his  return  from  California,  one  year  hence. 
Mr.  Schenk,  a  retired  civil  engineer,  became  interested,  became  interested 
some  years  ago,  in  the  nomenclature  of  the  apple.      His  untiring  effort 
combined  with  opportunities  for  consulting  pomological  literature  in  various 
libraries,  brings  to  his  chosen  subject  a  very  valuable  contribution. 

The  annual  influx  of  bulb  catalogs  is  well  under  way  and  the 
publications  are  much  in  demand.    The  goodly  showing  of  foreign  catalogs 
notv/ithstanding  the  quartine  ban  on  the  wares  they  list,  is  very  gratifying. 


Prepared  by  H.  M.  Thompson. 
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Two  new  appointments  in  the  Department  Library  are  Miss  ITuriel  T« 
Tierney  and  Miss  Margaret  D.  Ross,  both  of  v^om  come  to  us  from  the  Brown 
University  Library,  Providence,  Rhode  Island.      r'hey  are  graduates  of  Brown 
and  have  worked  in  the  University  Library  for  two  and  four  years  respectively. 
At  present  they  are  obtaining  experience  in  the  Catalogue  Division. 

Miss  Trolinger  left  November  16th  with  her  family  to  spend  the 
winter  in  ?lorida  where  she  expects  to  remain  until  the  1st  of  May.      Mrs.  "Vater 
man  is  attending  to  the  Department  publications  and  Mrs.  Wilks  is  filling  in  at 
the  Loan  Desk. 

Miss  Bien  is  now  assisting  in  the  Reference  Room,  instead  of  in 
the  periodical  Division  where  she  has  been  for  several  years. 

A  large  delegation  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  hoped  for 
for  the  District  Library  Association  meeting  to  be  held  next  7/ednesday, 
!Tovember  25th.      It  is  to  be  in  the  Children* s  Room  (which  is  not  yet  in  use] 
at  the  Mount  Pleasant  Branch  of  the  Public  Library,  16th  and  Lament  streets. 
The  speaker  is  Dr.  John  0,  Merriam,  President  of  the  Carnegie  Institution, 
whose  subject  will  be  ''The  meaning  of  history  and  its  bearing  on  recent  dis- 
cussions of  science  in    its  relation  to  philosophical  and  religious  thought". 
This  should  be  equally  interesting  to  your  non-library  friends.     Bring  them! 

Miss  Marjorie  P.  Warner,  formerly  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
Library,  stopped  a  short  time  in  Washington  last  month  on  her  way  from  her 
home  in  ITew  Hampshire  to  Fairhope,  Alabama,  where  she  will  spend  the  vinter. 
Her  friends  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  visiting  with  her  and  she  advised  v/ith 
members  of  the  library  staff  concerning  work  in  which  she  was  particularly 
interestad while  here. 

Miss  Esther  M.  Colvin  was  at  home  for  some  time  in  October  on 
acco^ont  of  eye  trouble  and  a  tonsil  operation.      We  are  glad  she  is  able  to 
be  back  at  v/ork  now  and  hope  she  mil  soon  be  as  v;ell  as  usual. 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 

A  B.A.E.  library  log  has  been  started  in  which  each  member  of 
the  staff  keeps  a  record  of  work  done  each  day.      It  is  intended  to  have 
the  log  give  a  complete  picture  of  the  day^s  v;ork  in  the  library',  showing  the 
inquiries  that  come  in  and  the  work  necessary  to  answer  them,  including  the 
sources  consulted,  the  place  where  the  ansTTer  was  found,  and  the  time  con- 
sumed, as  well  as  showing  the  routine  work  of  the  various  desks.    Prom  such 
a  record  it  will  be  possible  to  include  in  the  annual  report  a  record  of  work 
which  might  otherwise  be  overlooked.      The  log  has  alreadjr  proved  valuable 
to  the  staff  as  showing  variety  of  work  done  in  the  Library,  and,  as  it  is 


open  tc  the  staff,  in  sho^ng  each  one  just  what  the  others  are  doihg.  Miss 
Lacy  finds  it  peculiarly  useful  in  keeping  her  informed  of  all  the  work  and  in 
recording  progress.      She  wonders  7?hy  we  did  not  start  it  before. 

The- meeting  of  the       0,  Library  Association  at  Annapolis  was 
attended  by  four  members  of  the  staff  who  report  a  most  delightful  trip  and 
an  interesting  meeting. 

Bibliographical  Contributions  no.  10  -  Refrigeration  and  Cold 
Storage  -  has  been  received  from  the  raimeogrsph  section.  Agricultural 
Economics  Bibliography  Fo.  8  -  The  peach  industry  in  the  TJtiited  States, 
a  selected  list  of  references  on  the  economic  aspects  of  the  industry,  including 
some  references  relating  to  Canada  -  is  being  mimeographed. 

The  Library  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  "Economics  has  recently  under- 
taken to  examine  periodicals  in  which  certain  of  the  men  of  the  Bureau  find 
occasional  articles  of  interest  and  to  send  them  such  numbers  only  as  contain 
articles  which  they  wish  to  see.      So  far  this  service  has  been  extended  to  but 
three  divisions  of  the  bureau.      It  is  hoped  that  the  circulation  of  some  of  the 
periodicals  may  be  cut  down  by  this  means. 

On  August  1,  1925,  Miss  Doris  Johnson,  of  the  periodical  room, 
became  the  bride  of  Mr.  Tom  McLean.      The  staff  of  the  B. library  gave  her 
a  kitchen  shower  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Dunton  at  North  Braddock  on  July  25. 
Pour  egg  beaters  and  a  can  opener  gave  reassuring  evidence  that  the  bride- 
groom would  not  starve.      "Recent  reports  indicate  that  he  has  not  yet  missed 
mother *s  cooking. 

Overheard  in  the  stacks  of  the  library  of  the  B.l.E.:    Mr.  X  -  You 
know.  Miss  Carpenter,  I  always  thought  that  a  cow  was  the  ugliest  animal  that 
ever  v;alked  on  tv/o  legs. 


Mrs*  Hannay. 
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iss  Barnett's  annual  re-port  for  1924/25  is  out. 


Copies  may  "be 


obtained  from  T.!iss  Smith. 

laiss  Tierney,  who  was  recently  appointed  and  has  been  ill  for  the 
last  ten  days,  has  recovered  sufficiently  to  return  home.      A  telegram  this 
A.  M.  announced  her  safe  arrival. 

The  members  of  the  staffs  of  the  main  and  bureau  libraries  enjoyed 
a  "party  at  Miss  "/ilkins'*,  November  28th. 

Miss  Allen  reports  that  Miss  Catherine  Donch  has  been  appointed 
temporary  typist  and  is  also  assisting  at  the  periodical  desk. 

A  new  periodical.  Biological  Abstracts,  will  start  v/ith  the  literature 
of  January,  1926,  to  cover  current  botanical  and  zoological  literature. 
Botanical  Abstracts  -.Till  be  discontinued  but  because  some  1925  literature  will 
be  slow  in  coming,  one  more  volumes  will  appear  in  1926.      Headquarters  vAll 
be  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.      Miss  Pidgeon  has  resigned  from  the 
Office  of  ^hibits  to  join  the  staff  of  the  nev/  journal  and  will  do  editorial 
work  at  first, 

Since  the  young  man  who  formerly  assisted  Mrs.  ^hively  left  nearly 
three  months  ago,  she  has  had  to  do  all  the  v/ork  of  the  library  herself. 
She  is  pleased  to  report  that  a  new  assistant,  Pachard  !Tichols,  is  coming 
tomorrow  morning  as  library  aid,  pending  certification. 

Miss  Hazel  B.  MacDonald  vmo  has  been  with  the  libraiy  of  the  Bureau 
of  Public  "^oads  for  four  years  almost  to  the  day  has  left  to  take  charge  of 
the  Davis  Library  of  Highv/ay  Research  and  Highway  Engineering,  at  the 
University  of  Michigan. 

The  library  of  the  Bureau  of  ^tomologs^  is  enjoying  three  foreign 
visitors, Dr.  Soudek  fi'om  Czechoslovakia,  Prof.  7.  7.  !Tikolsky  from  Moscow,  and 
Prof.  Monzen  from  Japan.      The  first  has  been  in  the  library  a  month  studying 
economic  entomology  and  the  second  is  to  be  here  a  month.      They  are  all  most 
interesting  and  we  feel  quite  international.      "^/ednesday  gave  a  splendid 
example  of  our  patriotism.      Prof.  ITikolsky  renarked  to  T'iss  Colcord  and  to 
one  of  the  scientists  in  the  bureau  that  the  London  zoo  was  so  much  larger  and 
finer  than  that  in  !Tew  York,  which  was  very  dirty.    '7e  Americans  eisclaimed, 
and  our  Czechoslovakian  friend  said  '♦Oh,  but  the  ^ronx  -  it  is  nuite  over  the 
top."    Then  followed  a  true  Uoah's  Ark  scene,  the  Russian  trotting  out  all  the 
animals  from  Africa  in  the  London  zoo  to  back  up  his  statement.  America 
characteristically  persisted  that  no  zoo  could  possibly  exceed  the  ^ronx: 
Subsequent  conversation  showed  that  Russia  was  speaking  of  Central  Park. 
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One  of  the  proposals  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Libraries 
Section  in  "Seattle  ms  to  undertake  cooperatively  the  compilation  of  a  series 
of  source  hooks  for  the  agricultural  statistics  of  the  various  states,  ^he 
Chairman  stated  that  she  would  be  willing  to  have  the  actual  compiling  of 
these  done  in  her  library,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  '^conomics,  and  she  thought 
that  there  was  no  doubt  that  Xiss  Barnett  would  be  able  to  see  the  finished 
compilation  through  the  press*      This  preposition  v;as  voted  upon  and  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  work  be  undertaken. 

The  source  book  for  Alabama  is  now  finished,  the  work  having  been 
done  by  ::iss  Margaret       Olcott,  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural "Economics.  will  be  mimeographed  and  sent  to  all  agricultural 
librarians  and  others  interested  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  v/ill  bring  forth 
constructive  comnent  and  criticism  from  those  who    receive  it.    As  it  is 
the  first  of  the  series  we  v/ant  criticism  in  order  that  the  later  compilations 
may  be  better  than  this  one.      It  is  hoped  that  the  agricultural  librarians 
v/ill  personally  ask  for  comment  upon  it  from  the  economists  and  statisticians 
with  whom  they  work. 

The  v/ork  upon  the  Californis  compilation  is  veil  under  v;ay. 
California  v/as  undertaken  out  of  the  alphabetical  order  because  of  the 
immediate  need  of  such  a  handbook  in  connection  v;ith  some  research  v/ork  which 
is  being  planned  in  that  state.    The  official  sources  are  being  compiled  by 
Miss  Louise  ^.  Bercaw  in  the  library  of  the  Bureau  of  .Agricultural  Economics. 
Mrs.  Abbott,  Agricultural  Reference  Librarian  of  the  University  of  Calif orna, 
is  helping  actively  by  undertaking  the  compilation  and  analysis  of  the  unofficial 
sources  of  the  agricultural  statistics  of  California.      It  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  the  librarian  of  each  of  the  agricultural  colleges  v/ill  under;tra>ke  in  the 
same  way  that  that  Mrs.  Abbott  has  to  be  responsible  for  the  sources  of  the 
unofficial  statistics  of  his  or  her  state.      It  v/ill  probably  be  necessary  to 
omit  the  commercial  and  other  unofficial  statistics  for  the  states  unless  this 
part  of  the  work  can  be  done  locally. 

It  has  b^pn  decided  to  compile  the  Federal  "ources  of.  state  agricultural 
statistics  as  a  separate  handbook.      Otherv/ise  they  would  have  to  be  repeated 
under  each  state.      This  federal  compilation  will  be  the  next  undertaken  by 
Miss  Olcott  as  no  state  compilation  will  be  complete  without  it. 


